EIRE BILL, MAY 5, 1938
When we are proceeding, as we should be in such          ____
circumstances, upon the basis of law and equity, how could we
justify ourselves if we began by violating the neutrality of what
the world will regard, and what we are teaching the world to regard,
as the Independent Irish Republic f At the moment when the
good will of the United States in matters of blockade and supply
might be of the highest possible consequence, you might be forced
to take violent action against all law and accepted usage, or
alternatively you might be forced to sacrifice Ulster, or, in the
third place, do without the use of these almost vitally important
strategic ports. What is it all being done for ? What are the
new facts which have led to this sudden departure ? To me, it
is incomprehensible. To the world, to all the hungry aggressive
nations, it will be taken as another sign that Britain has only to be
pressed and worried long enough, and hard enough, for her to give
way. If that is so, by that very fact you will bring the possibility
of war nearer and you will lessen your resources for dealing with
that danger. You are inviting demands from every quarter.
You are casting away real and important means of security and
survival for vain shadows and for ease.